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confine the Company's Colony of Calcutta, or Fort William.   On that
Side, and about a League farther up, stands Fort William.

The English settled there about the Year 1690. after the Mogul had
pardoned all the Robberies and Murders committed on his Subjects.
Mr. Job Channock being then the Company's Agent in Bengal, he had
Liberty to settle an Emporium in any Part on the River's Side below Hughly,
and for the sake of a large shaddy Tree chose that Place, tho' he could not
have chosen a more unhealthful Place on all the River; for three Miles
to the North-eastward, is a Salt-water Lake that ovei flows in September
and October., and then prodigious Numbers of Fish resort thither, but in
November and December when the Floods are dissipated, those Fishes aie left
dry, and with their Putrefaction affect the Air with thick stinking Vapours,
which the North-east Winds bring with them to Fort William, that they
cause a yearly Mortality. One Year I was there, and there were reckoned
in August about 1200 English., some Militaiy, some Servants to the Com-
pany, some private Merchants residing in the Town, and some Seamen
belonging to Shipping lying at the Town, and before the Beginning of
January there were four hundred and sixty Bunals registred in the Clerk's
Book of Mortality.

Mr. Channock choosing the Ground of the Colony, where it now iss
reigned more absolute than a Rajah, only he wanted much of their
Humanity, for when any poor ignorant Native transgressed his Laws, they
were sure to undergo a severe Whipping for a Penalty, and the Execution
was generally done when he was at Dinner, so near his Dining-room that
the Grones and Cries of the poor Delinquent served him for Musick.

The Country about being overspread with Paganism, the Custom of
Wives burning with their deceased Husbands, is also practised here.
Before the Mogul's War, Mr. Channock went one Time with his ordinary
Guard of Soldiers, to see a young Widow act that tragical Catastrophe,
but he was so smitten with the Widow's Beauty, that he sent his Guards
to take her by Force from her Executioneis, and conducted her to his
own Lodgings. They lived lovingly many Years, and had several Children,
at length she died, after he had settled in Calcutta, but instead of converting
her to Christianity', she made him a Proselyte to Paganism, and the only
Part of Christianity that was remarkable in him, was burying her decently,
and he built a Tomb over her, where all his Life after her Death, he kept
the anniversary Day of her Death by sacrificing a Cock on her Tomb, after
the Pagan Manner; this was and is the common Report, and I have been
credibly informed, both by Christians and Pagans, who lived at Calcutta
under his Agency, that the Story was really true Matter of Fact